
Matching Grant Program for Façade and Signage 
 

Downtown Excelsior Partnership 
PO Box 513 

Excelsior Springs, MO  64024 

Mission:  
The purpose of the Downtown Excelsior Partnership (DEP) is to provide a framework to 
guide the promotion and development of the Historic Downtown District as a community 
anchor and destination. 
  
One development tool is a Façade Grant program to assist commercial and residential 
property owners and tenants with the beautification of the downtown area. 
  
Guidelines: 

1. Where practical, all building facades shall be restored to their original period 
design.  All buildings in a historic district must adhere to the Design Guidelines 
adopted by the Historic Preservation Commission. 

2. All improvements, including painting to the exterior of a building, in a historic district 
must receive a Certificate of Appropriateness before grant funds will be approved 
and dispersed.   

3. Funds shall be allocated on a first come basis.  Only one grant may be awarded 
per property, per year.   

4. All grant funds require a matching dollar for dollar expenditure by the owner/tenant.  
Funds may be awarded as follows: 

Up to $1000 for facades, storefronts, awnings OR 
Up to $500 for permanent exterior signage. 

5. No work may begin until the grant has been awarded by the Downtown Excelsior 
Partnership.  Reimbursement will take place after all work is complete and has 
been inspected by DEP. 

6. No grant monies or matching monies shall be used to perform general repair, 
structural or habitable work or otherwise to meet code to occupy the building. 

7. Tenants may qualify to apply for grant funds upon receipt of written consent of the 
owner of the building. 

8. No grants will be made to government-owned properties or to tenants in 
government owned properties. 

9. Work done by the applicant requires an estimate from two outside sources to verify 
that costs are within reasonable parameters. 

10. Larger projects can apply for a low interest loan from the CDBG Revolving Loan 
program through DEP. 

11. Grants are available to both commercial and residential properties in the 
designated area on the attached map.   

12. Membership in DEP is required to receive this grant. 
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Application 

 
Applicant Name: ___________________________________________________ 

Business Name: ___________________________________________________ 

Property Address: _________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant’s Phone Number: __________________________________________ 

 

Type of façade improvement planned (note all that apply).   

____ Signage:    ‚  Removal   ‚  New   ‚  Altered   ‚  Repaired 

____ Painting:  Approximate sq ft area _________________________________ 

____ Structural alterations: __________________________________________ 

____ Cosmetic alterations (moldings, etc.): ______________________________ 

____ Other work (please be specific): __________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Total cost of project: $________________ 

Amount requested: $_________________ 

Requested amount for signage not to exceed $500 and  façade improvements not to 
exceed $1000.  You may only apply for one. 
 
I hearby submit the attached plans, specifications and color samples for the proposed project and 
understand that these must be approved by the Downtown Excelsior Partnership (DEP) Board.  
No work should begin until I have received written approval from DEP.  I further understand that 
the project must be completed within three (3) months unless the scope of work is extensive 
therefore an extension may be granted by the Board.  Grant monies will not be paid until the 
project is complete.  I agree to leave the completed project in its approved design and colors for a 
period of five (5) years from the date of completion.   
 
____________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Signature of property owner                   Signature of business owner 
 
Date: ________________________     Date: _________________________ 
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Supporting data checklist for applicants  

 
Please submit this checklist as part of your applic ation. 
 
SIGNS: 

‚  Provide a color rendering of the design chosen. 
‚  Include specifications as to the size of the sign. 
‚  Note how and where the sign will be hung on the building. 
‚  Submit a written estimate from the sign company. 
‚  Submit written verification that design and size comply with City codes and 

if in a historic district, a Certificate of Appropriateness. 
 
PAINT: 

‚  Provide samples of the proposed colors. 
‚  Note main and accent color locations. 
‚  Submit written estimate from painter. 
‚  Submit Certificate of Appropriateness if located in a historic district. 

 
AWNINGS: 

‚  Provide information about color and style of awning. 
‚  Note where awning will be placed on the building. 
‚  Submit written estimate. 
‚  Submit written verification that design and size comply with City codes and 

if in a historic district, a Certificate of Appropriateness. 
Awning selection must take into account the archite ctural style of the 
building 
 

MAJOR FAÇADE ALTERATIONS: 
‚  Provide rendering of major changes, including paint and awning colors 

where applicable. 
‚  Submit written estimate from contractor. 
‚  Submit written verification that design and size comply with City codes and 

if in a historic district, a Certificate of Appropriateness. 
 
ALL PROJECTS PROPOSED BY TENANTS 

‚  To be eligible for a direct grant, tenants need to provide a notarized 
Authorization for Work from the property owner. 

‚  Submit copy of current Occupational License. 
 
ALL PROJECTS MUST INCLUDE: 

‚  Signed copy of Hold Harmless Agreement (attached). 
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Grant Procedures  
 

1. Fill out the application and checklist and submit one copy to the Downtown Excelsior 
Partnership (PO Box 513 or Hall of Waters Visitor Center) with all supporting 
documents by the 20th of the month. 

2. The Downtown Excelsior Partnership (DEP) Design Committee will review the project 
and submit the application to the DEP Board with their recommendation.   

3. Projects will be submitted to the DEP Board at their monthly meeting, held on the 2nd 
Monday of each month. 

4. Once the Board has approved the project, written notice will be delivered and work 
can begin.  No work should start until written notification has been received. 

5. Grantee is responsible for obtaining any permits required to do the project.  Cost of 
permitting cannot be part of the grant funding. 

6. Grantee must submit a paid bill for reimbursement together with an affidavit from the 
contractor certifying the work, as submitted, is complete.  Any unapproved changes 
will be void of the grant.  If grantee decides to change the project after approval, the 
DEP must be contacted first and proposed  changes must be approved by the Board 
to qualify for grant funds. 

7. When the project is complete, the DEP Design Committee will inspect the work and 
then reimburse grantee for one of the following: 

a. 50% of an approved bill for signage, maximum $500. 
b. 50% of an approved façade bill, maximum $1000. 

8. The DEP Board reserves the right to grant additional money to targeted projects that 
they believe will have a significant impact on the area. 

9. Staff will be available to offer assistance and may seek outside guidance on any 
project being considered for the grant program. 
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RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 
 

Release executed on the _______ day of ___________________, _________, by 

(property owner) _______________________________________________ and 

(tenant, if applicable) ____________________________________________, of (street 

address) _____________________________________________________________, 

City of Excelsior Springs, County of Clay, State of Missouri, hereafter referred to as 

Releasor(s). 

 
In consideration of being granted monies for restoration, modifications, signage, or other 
physical changes to the property located at the above address, the Releasor(s), 
understand that they are solely responsible for providing their own contractors, and to 
assure that those contractors are fully insured and licensed and have obtained all 
necessary permits in accordance with City regulations.  The Releasor(s) waives, 
releases, discharges, and covenants not to sue the Downtown Excelsior Partnership for 
loss or damage, and claims or damages therefore, on account of any work that is paid 
for in whole or part using monies received as a result of this grant. 
 
Releasor(s) agrees that this release, waiver, and indemnity agreement is intended to be 
as broad and inclusive as permitted by the laws of the State of Missouri and that if any 
portion of the agreement is held invalid, it is agreed that the balance shall, 
notwithstanding, continue in full legal force and effect. 
 
Releasor’s obligations and duties hereunder shall in no manner be limited or restricted 
by the maintaining of any insurance coverage related to the above referenced event. 
 
This release contains the entire agreement between the parties to this agreement and 
the terms of this release are contractual and not a mere recital. 
 
Dated this ______ day of _________________, ________. 
 
_________________________________        _____________________________ 
Property Owner Signature    Witness 
 
_________________________________  _____________________________ 
Print Property Owner Name    Print Witness Name 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________  _____________________________ 
Tenant Signature (if applicable)   Witness 
 
_________________________________  _____________________________ 
Print Tenant Name     Print Witness Name 


